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I N T E R N A T I O N A L
BirdLife

The RSPB is the UK charity working to secure
a healthy environment for birds and wildlife,
helping to create a better world for us all.
We belong to BirdLife International, the global
partnership of bird conservation organisations.

For a full list of events in Wales, please contact us on 029 2035 3000 or e-mail cymru@rspb.org.uk. A full list

also appears on the RSPB Cymru website at www.rspb.org.uk/wales. We are always pleased to receive your

feedback from the events you have attended.
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Y BARCUD

A new five-year project in North Wales will see large
areas of blanket bog being restored. The project is a
partnership between the RSPB, the Countryside Council
for Wales, the Environment Agency and Forestry
Commission Wales. 

The amount and quality of blanket bog in Wales and the
rest of the UK has declined greatly over the past few
decades as trees have been planted and drains installed.
It is important for birds such as golden plovers.

The project work will include:

● blocking 90,800 m of drainage channels (grips)
● mowing 420 hectares (ha) of dry heath to protect

1,452 ha of blanket bog from fire
● reseeding 50 ha of degraded bog with heather
● removing trees from over 230 ha of blanket bog on

Forestry Commission Wales land.

● removing rhododendrons and Sitka spruces from
around 3,000 ha of land to protect blanket bog
from invasion

The majority of the drain blocking work will take place in
the Berwyn and Migneint-Arenig-Dduallt Special Areas
of Conservation, including at the RSPB’s reserve at Lake
Vyrnwy. The EU LIFE-Nature programme has met 75% of
the £2.57 million project costs.

Alongside the habitat restoration work, the project will
also be working with local communities, including
discussing best management practice with farmers and
other landowners, providing regular project updates
and hosting educational visits for local schoolchildren.

If you would like to find out more, please contact the
project team, based at Lake Vyrnwy, on 01691 870939
or e-mail gorgorscymru@rspb.org.uk
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Breathing LIFE into blanket bog

CONTACTS
General enquiries 
RSPB Cymru Headquarters

Sutherland House, Castlebridge, 
Cowbridge Road East,
Cardiff CF11 9AB
Tel: 029 2035 3000
Fax: 029 2035 3017
E-mail: cymru@rspb.org.uk

RSPB Cymru North Wales Office

Maes y Ffynnon, Penrhosgarnedd, 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2DW
Tel: 01248 363800
Fax: 01248 363809

Local Groups
(events and meetings only)

Cardiff, tel: 029 2077 0031
North Wales, tel: 01492 547768
West Glamorgan, tel: 01792 229244

Nature reserves
Carngafallt, tel: 029 2035 3000
Conwy, tel: 01492 584091
Cwm Clydach, tel: 029 2035 3000
Dee Estuary, tel: 0151 336 7681
Gwenffrwd-Dinas, tel: 029 2035 3000
Lake Vyrnwy, tel: 01691 870278
Mawddach Valley, tel: 01654 700222
Ramsey Island, tel: 07836 535733
(Boat trips 01437 721721)
South Stack, tel: 01407 764973
Ynys-hir, tel: 01654 700222

EVENTS NEWS
RSPB local groups
NORTH WALES LOCAL GROUP

Contact: Maureen Douglas, tel: 01492
547768. Indoor meetings held at St
David’s Church Hall, Penrhyn Bay,
Llandudno. 7.30 pm, £2.
September
21 Illustrated talk by Stuart Thompson

Climate change and bird life.
29 Trip to Llanfairfechan-Madryn-

Spinneys
Meet 10 am on the promenade at
Llanfairfechan. Bring lunch.
Leader – Robin Fisher, 01492 547350.

October
19 Illustrated talk by Gordon Yates

Bird habitats of the Pennines 
and Scotland.

20 Trip to Valley Wetlands and
Malltraeth Cob and woods
Meet at 10.30 am in the car park at
RSPB Valley Wetlands. OS 311764.
Bring lunch.

CARDIFF AND DISTRICT LOCAL GROUP
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/cardiff
Contact: Joy Lyman, tel: 029 2077 0031.
Indoor meetings are held at Lecture Theatre
4, UWIC, Cyncoed Campus, Cyncoed Road,
Cardiff CF23 6XD. 7.30 pm. Adults £3, 
over 60s £2.50, students/under 16s £1. 
Non-members welcome. Outdoor meetings
are by coach, to be booked in advance with
a non-refundable £10 deposit to Joy Lyman.
September
14 Two-legged, four-legged, furry 

and feathered 
Illustrated talk by Wendy Conway

23 Visit to RSPB Sandwell Valley reserve
Lakes, grassland and scrub with a
variety of birds.

October
19 Bardsey Island nature reserve

Illustrated talk by Mike West.

21 Trip to the bays of the Gower
Explore the coast of south Gower.

WEST GLAMORGAN LOCAL GROUP
Contact: Maggie Cornelius, tel: 01792
229244. Indoor meetings held at the
Environment Centre, Pier Street, Swansea.
7.30 pm. Entry £1, refreshments 50p.
For outdoor events, contact Marlay John,
tel: 01792 816250. For Blackpill Wildlife
Centre info, contact Daphne and Colin
Jones, tel: 01269 822876.
August
19 Trip to Goldcliff

Meet at Newport Wetlands car park
at 10 am.

25–27 Margam Country Show,
Margam Park
Please contact Maggie if you are
able to help with the stall.

September
16 Ogmore estuary and Porthcawl

Meet at car park on the common at
9.30 am.

October
14 Blackpill Wildlife Centre open 

10 am to 1 pm
19 Illustrated talk by Siân Musgrove

The National Trust, Gower.
21 Lliw Valley Reservoir

Meet at reserve car park at 10 am.

NEWPORT WETLANDS
Contact: Countryside Council for Wales
(CCW), 0845 1306 229, or RSPB Cymru,
029 2035 3000.
August 
3 RSPB family event 11 am–1 pm

Hogweed’s School of Wildlife
Wizardry
Leader: Lucy Christopher, Lead
Community Learning Officer,
Newport Wetlands. Meet at reserve
car park, Uskmouth. Places are
limited so booking is essential.

8 Damsels and dragons (CCW)

10 am–12 noon
A walk at Uskmouth to see some of
the 16 species of dragonfly and
damselfly that are found on the
reserve. Leader: Kevin Dupé,
Reserve Manager Newport
Wetlands. Meet at reserve car park.

12 History of the Gwent Levels 2–4 pm
Join local archaeologist and
historian Bob Trett for a gentle 
walk looking at the multi-layered
history of the Gwent Levels
(Newport City Council). Leader: 
Bob Trett, author of Newport: A
History and Celebration. Meet at
reserve car park.

September 
22 RSPB family event – Magical

mapstick nature walk 11 am–1 pm
Create your own natural mapstick
to explore the sights, sounds and
colours of the reserve. Then use it
to find your way back! Leader: Lucy
Christopher, Lead Community
Learning Officer, Newport Wetlands.
Meet at reserve car park,
Uskmouth. Places are limited so
booking is essential.

October 
27 RSPB family event – Winter

slumberland 11 am–1 pm
Which animals live on the reserve
during winter? How do they survive
the cold? Learn about the winter
preparations of these animals as we
also prepare for winter. Please
come prepared for cold weather.
Leader: Lucy Christopher, Lead
Community Learning Officer,
Newport Wetlands. Meet at reserve
car park, Uskmouth. Places are
limited so booking is essential.
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